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LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

The present listing of claims will replace all prior versions, arid listings, of claims in the 
application, 

1.-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A map search system, comprising: 

a map data storing unit for storing a plurality of stpreij information items, wh e r e in each of 
the plurality of atored information items are stored by boing divided into being assigned to one of 
a plurality of possible search areas; 

an area-designating information storage unit for storirip a plurality of are a-designating 
information items, each of the plurality of stored area-desi gnating information items identifying 
one of the plurality of search areas: 

a designating unit for designating one of tho plurality of a first search area ar e as as a 
target search area for retrieval , the first search area being chosen fr om the plurality of possible 
search areas: 

a retri eving unit $ar configured to search the target search area a nd retrieve retrieving e& 
one of the plu rality of stored information item ftssipied to the target seaiph Wfrr+aty 




a switching information storing unit for storing a plurality of switching information it e ma 
with which the plurality of sonroh areas aro associat e d* and 



designating information item: and 

a switching determination unit for determining whether the search ar «iK^FP HT1 K itma 
identifies the target search area: 




ah input uni t for receiving an input item, the input item including a search area- 
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a search-area switching unit for switching the target search area from entertain the first 
search area pf ovioualy designated by the do&ignnting unit into a given to a second search area 
associated with the search area-designating a given switching i nformation item, when the 
switching determination unit determines th at the sear ch area^desi gnatinft item does not identify 
the target search area, giv e n owitohing information item is d e signat e d by an input it e m thg 
second search area being chosen from the plurality of possible search areas, 

9. (Currently Amended) The map search system of Claim 8, 

wherein the plurality of switching inform efeea stored area-designating items include 
information items that indicate areas, each of which is capable of designating one of die plurality 
of possible search areas, 

10. (Currently Amended) The map search system of Claim 8, further comprising: 

an address-book storing unit for storing at least names that relate to positions and are 
associated with the plurality of owitohing informat ion stored; area-designating items, 

wherein the search-area switching unit switches the target search area from the e ertain 
first search area into the given second search area based on a switching information the search 
area-designating item associated with one of the names that is inputted* 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The map search system of Claim 8, further comprising: 

a communicating unit for communicating with a pbitable storage medium that includes 
an address-book storing unit for storing at least names that relate to positions and are associated 
with the plurality of switohing informn Sog stored area-designating items, 
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wherein the search-area switching unit switches the target search area from the certain 
first search area to the given second search area based oh a switching informati oa fog qgaycfr 
area-designating item associated with one of the names that is inputted. 

12, (Currently Amended) The map search system of Claim 8, 

wherein the search-area switching unit includes a notifying unit for notifying that the 
target search area is switched from the oortain first search area into to the given second search 
area when the given switching information search area- desimating item is designated by an 
input item. 

13, (Currently Amended) The map search system of Claim 8, 

wherein the search-area switching unit switches back the target search area from the 
gives second search area ktfe & the certain first search area after a given period of time. 

14. (Previously Presented) The map search system of Claim 8, 
wherein the map search system is adapted to a car navigation device. 

15. (Currently Amended) A search area designating method used in a map search system 
that stores (i) a plurality of information items, wherein each pf the plurality of information items 
ore otor e dhy being divid e d into assigned to one of a plurality of search areas, and (ii) a plurality 
of awitohing informa tiea stored search area-designating items, fflyh of the plurality of stored 
search are »^He g i ^ p fl ^jng items identifying one of with whioh the plurality of search areas are 
associat ed, the search area designating method comprising: 
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designating a oertain first search area selected from ef the plurality of search areas as a 

target search area for retrieval; 

receiving an input item, the input item including a search area-designating information 

i&XL 

determining whether the search area-designating irifotmation item identifies the target 
search area: 

switching the target search area from the d e signat e d oertaia first search area «te & a 
graa second search area when the se arch area-designating information item is determined to not 
identify the target search area the second search area being associated with a giv e n switchin g- 
information the search area-desijgnating information item, w h e n th e given switching information 




bv on in p ut itona the second search area boing selected from the plurality of 



search areas: and 



searching the target search 8TW tP retrieve one of the plurality pf getdev»B flfl 



information items item^ only within th e- 
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